Reawakened - Part 1: What's Love Got to Do With It?
Rev. 2:1-7

Introduction: Do you remember when you first fell in love with your spouse? I remember what it was like when I first fell in love with Penny. I couldn’t wait for the workday to be over in order to rush over to her house and see her. I would often call her on the phone during the day to talk about nothing. I never told her but I got in trouble for that at work, by the way. I thought about her all the time. I couldn’t sleep. I know you find this hard to believe, but I couldn’t eat either. I wanted to hold her hand all the time. We packed about two years worth of dating into two months. I would write her poems and she would send me cards. We were head over heals in love. I remember that our pastor told us that our burning hot love would diminish over time. We thought he was nuts. 
It’s been almost 20 years now…let’s just say our love has “matured.” We still talk to each other every day no matter where we are. But, sleeping and eating are not a problem anymore. We hold hands every now and then. Dating, well, I took her to Wal-Mart just the other day! As far as the poetry is concerned, I’m waiting for inspiration. How easy is it for us to allow our love for our spouse to change.

I'll bet everyone of us thought that our love for Jesus would remain same too...Human nature coupled with the cares of this life kick in and then fires of our devotion grow dim over time, gradually, unnoticed. We are no longer excited about going to His house on Sunday. Prayer is neglected. He no longer occupies our moment-to-moment thoughts. Soon, we begin to find substitutes for our relationship with Christ. Sin creeps in and our fellowship with Him is broken. Revival is the only cure for the problem. Vance Havner said “revival is falling in love with Jesus all over again.”

Today we begin a series of messages entitled "Reawakened" over the next 5 Sundays to prepare for our lay renewal weekend scheduled for October 9-11. The purpose of this series of messages is to reawaken our passion for Jesus. We need to make sure that we understand that the most important part of our relationship with God is not our abundance of activities undertaken in his name, but it is simply our love and devotion to him. After all, the greatest commandment of all tells us: "And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength." (Mar 12:30)
I want to talk to you today about 3 indicators that were present in the church at Ephesus that pointed to the fact that their love for Jesus was in trouble. As I preach today, ask yourself if you see these things in your life and second, ask God to show you what you need to do about them. I think he will at the end of the message.
I. BIG ON ACTIVITY, BUT BLIND TO THEIR OWN APATHY (v. 2)

a. “Beware of anything that competes with loyalty to Jesus Christ. The greatest competitor of devotion to Jesus is service for him.” – Oswald Chambers

b. The church at Ephesus had mistaken their activity for Jesus as love for Jesus. They were a busy church driven by programs, outreaches and activities.
c. This is a rhetorical question: If Jesus looked at Bailey Baptist Church and said, "I know your works...," what do you think He would say next? What about your personal life? This isn't an easy question to ask, but it is one that we must ask if we earnestly desire a genuine reawakening from God.
d. Please don't misunderstand what I am saying - programs, outreaches and activities are good and necessary for a church to function and grow - until they become a substitute for spending time with God. We can engage in everything mentioned here and leave God out entirely if we are not diligent. 

e. How do you know when you have reached this point in your relationship with Jesus?
i. When praying for the activity becomes less important than the activity you are doing for Christ.

ii. When you neglect time in the Word in of God in order to do something for God.

iii. When you walk in the door of your church and you just want to get it over with over with and get home. or worse, to check it off your to-do list.

iv. When  you find yourself doing just enough to get by rather than giving God your very best.

f. When the Lay Renewal team arrives on the weekend of October 9-11, they are going to lead the church through the weekend, including teaching Sunday School and leading worship. Say what??? Yes, that is right. And, we are going to allow them to do that, not because we need a Sunday off, but, because we need to step back from our activity for God and spend time loving and worshipping God, instead.
II. FIRM IN THEIR CONVICTIONS, BUT FALTERING IN COMMITMENT (vv. 2 & 6)

a. The church at Ephesus had a firm conviction about Biblical truth and they didn't tolerate sin or false teachers. They "tested" those who claimed to represent God and marked them out as false teachers.

b. Illus. "The Ephesian believers were so busy maintaining their separation that they were neglecting adoration. Labor is no substitute for love; neither is purity a substitute for passion. The church must have both if it is to please Him." - Weirsbe
c. I am all for standing for Biblical truth and teaching and preaching separation from sin...but that is no substitute for Loving Christ either. In fact, Christians have to be careful in this area because we can come off as unloving if we defend the truth at the cost of Love. 
i. "But in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame." (1 Peter 3:15-16)

ii. "And the Lord's servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil, correcting his opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth, and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, after being captured by him to do his will." (2 Tim 2:24-26)
d. I am also for weeding out the false teachers and teachings - Lord knows, the church is swimming in it these days from the prosperity gospel to the tolerance movement, but if we focus on that while failing to love Jesus or our brothers, we falter.
III. RECOGNIZED FOR PERSERVERANCE, BUT REBUKED FOR PRETENSE (v. 3)

a. The Ephesian church had even persevered the beginnings of persecution and successfully passed the test. Jesus praised their efforts and endurance through suffering. But, he still rebuked them saying, "I have this against you..."
b. For me, this has to be the hardest one to understand. How can one endure hardships and suffering and persecution for Jesus and still have left their first love? Well, Jesus always sees below the surface, beyond our outward facade. 
c. Paul said in 1 Corinthians 13:3, "If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing." He was referring to martyrdom here and even though he was referring to love for fellow believers, the same principle applies to love for Christ.
d. Let's us be careful about seeking persecution and martyrdom too. Jesus promised that it would happen to us as believers, but if we seek it out rather than allow it to come as a result of our walk, then we have left our first love.
Conclusion: Let me just say that if you see any of these things in your life - that you are very active for Christ, but apathetic in your heart and have left your first love, Jesus has a cure. Or if you stand firm in defending the truth and take a stand against sin, but do so without love for others and therefore, love for Christ, then you have left your first love, Jesus has a cure. Or if you endure persecution in the name of Jesus, but do so because it thrills you, then you have left your first love. Jesus has a cure. And his cure is found in Revelation 2:5...

"Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, (change your ways) and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent." (Rev 2:5)

Will you, fall in love with Jesus all over again here this morning, at this altar, without reservation.

